
Customized 14-day Italy Itinerary: Piedmont, Sicily, Rome 
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Traveler Profile 

Interests 

Food and wine. History and archaeology. Nature and scenery. Getting to know the locals. They have 
been to Italy before several times, and want to go back to Rome. 

Transportation 

This couple is fine driving a car in Italy, and they have driven in Italy before. They like the independence 
of a car but also enjoy being to walk places from their accommodations when possible. 

Accommodations 

A mix of nice hotels and countryside places where they can get to know the locals. Budget is not an issue 
but places have to be good value for money. As they are both over 6 feet tall, bed lengths must be 
checked. 

  

  A Note about this Sample Italy Itinerary 

This itinerary was meticulously crafted for a couple in their 50s from Berkeley, California. They are wine 
connoisseurs and foodies, and had been to Italy several times. Because they wanted to focus on food 
and wine, and wanted cooler weather, they chose to go in the Autumn.  

Their itinerary starts in Piedmont, home of Barolo wine and truffles, and also the birthplace of the Slow 
Food Movement. They continue to Sicily to explore the island’s archaeology and natural beauty. The 
food and wine theme continues here as well. 

After Sicily they cap off the trip with a few days in Rome. This was their fourth time in Rome so they 
requested a Beyond-the-Obvious approach. [They’re home now, and they said we delivered!] 

This Italy trip was completely customized for this couple, for this time of year – and it also includes 
several Italian holidays we had to work around.  

Meticulously planned, completely custom trips: it’s what we do best here at Italy Beyond the Obvious. 



Hotel Summary 
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Piedmont 
Oct 29 – Nov 2 

Giuseppe Cortese Bed & Breakfast 

Località Trifolera, 9, 12050 Barbaresco CN 

Tel: +39 0173 638034 

GPS Coordinates: N 44.708826, E 8.087317 

110 EUR / night 

Taormina 
Nov 2 - 5 

Hotel Villa Belvedere 

Via Bagnoli Croci 79 98039 Taormina ME 

Tel: +39 0942 23791 

190 EUR/night for a double room with private terrace and sea view, 
includes breakfast, wifi and taxes. Parking is 15 EUR/day. 

Siracusa 
Nov 5 - 7 

Grand Hotel Ortigia 
Viale Mazzini, 12 
96100 Siracusa 
Tel: +39 0931 464600 

GPS Coordinates: N 37.062683, E 15.290852 

144 EUR / night, includes breakfast. 

Agrigento 
Nov 7 - 8 

Azienda Agricola Mandranova 
SS115 Km 217, Palma di Montechiaro AG 
Tel: +39 393 986 2169 ; +39 335 828 1778 
GPS  N 37.165727, E 13.807166 
Rate is 210 EUR, and a 42 EUR deposit has been made.  
Check in is only until 6 pm and they are not flexible. 

Rome 
Nov 8 - 12 

Hotel Raphael 

Largo Febo, 2, 00186 Roma 

Tel +39 06 682831 

See hotel confirmation sheet. 

On Trip Support 
Madeline (5 pm – 9 am Italian time): +1 773 621 3024 

Claudia (9 am – 5 pm Italian time): +39 320 028 6827 
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Thursday October 29th: arrival day 

1.50 pm arrive Torino. Pick up your rental car and drive to Giuseppe Cortese B&B (destination is pre-
programmed in your GPS favorites folder), about 1.5 hours. 

Visit Barbaresco town this afternoon, just a 5 minute drive away. 

7.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner at Antiné in Barbaresco, a 15 minute drive. 
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Dinner 

Ristorante Antiné  
Via Torino, 34, Barbaresco CN 
Tel: +39 0173 635294 
GPS: 44.727184, 8.080555 
7.30 pm reservation confirmed 

SAMPLE PLATINUM ITINERARY © Italy Beyond the Obvious  



Friday October 30th 
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10.30 am You are booked for a wine tasting at Giuseppe Cortese. 

12.30 pm Driver arrives to take you to Neive to lunch, and then to 2 tastings. 

12.45 pm You have a reservation for lunch in Neive at La Luna Nel Pozzo. After lunch, explore this lovely 
small town. 

3 pm Wine tour & tasting booked at La Spinetta. 

5 pm Wine tour & tasting booked at Bruno Rocca. The driver will take you back to your hotel after the 
tasting. 

7.30 pm Dinner reservation at Rabaya, about a 5 minute drive from your B&B. Your GPS has been pre-
programmed with the destination. 

Driver 

Davide Driveruccio 
Tel: +39 334 243 4055 
210 EUR for the day (12.30 pm pick up until after the last wine tasting), including 
taxes. Please pay the driver cash at the time of service. 

Neive lunch 

Ristorante La Luna Nel Pozzo 

Piazza Italia 23, 12057 Neive 

Tel: +39 0173 67098 

12:45 lunch reservation confirmed 

La Spinetta 
Wine tasting 

La Spinetta 
Via Annunziata 17 
14054 Castagnole Lanze 
Tel: +39 0141 877396 
20 euros pp for 6 wines including 1 Barbaresco and 1 Barolo 

Bruno Rocca 
Wine tasting 

Via Rabaja’ 60 

12050 Barbaresco 

Tel: + 39 0173 635112 

Oct 30th Dinner 

Ristorante Rabaya  

Strada della Stazione 12, Barbaresco 

Tel: + 39 0173 635223 

GPS: 44.720749, 8.082727 (pre-programmed) 

7.30 dinner reservation confirmed 
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October 30th: Neive lunch, La Spinetta, Bruno 
Rocca, dinner at Rabaya’ 
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October 30th : Directions to La Spinetta 
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Saturday October 31st  

~9.15 am depart your B&B as it’s about a 30 minute drive to Elio Altare. 10 am Wine tour & tasting at 
Elio Altare. After the wine tour, it’s a 5 minute drive to La Morra for lunch (see recommendation).  

~2.30 pm Depart La Morra, it’s about a 20 minute drive to the truffle shop.  

3 pm – 5 pm Truffle hunt.  Your translator will meet you there at 3 pm. If you have time on the way back, 
stop at the Castle of Grinzane Cavour, which also has an Enoteca. Then head to Alba for the truffle show, 
on today until 8 pm. 

8.30 pm you have a dinner reservation at Locanda Cortiletto in Alba. 
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Elio Altare  
Wine Tasting 

Azienda Agricola Elio Altare 

Frazione Annunziata Cascina Nuova, 51 

12064 La Morra (CN) 

Tel: +39 0173 50835 ; GPS: N 44.639853, E 7.948739 (pre-programmed in your GPS) 

La Morra 
lunch rec 

Bar Nuova Italian di Cometta Silvana 

Via San Martino #3 , La Morra 

Tel: +39 392 005 4414 ; GPS N 44.637300, N 7.933019 

Truffle Hunt 

Tartufo D’Oro 

Strada Statale Alba-Barolo 28, Castiglione Falletto 

Tel: +39 0141 352 087 ; GPS: 44.632715, 7.966256 

50 EUR for the truffle hunt; please pay in cash at the time of service. 

Castle 

Grinzane Cavour 

Via Castello, 5, 12060 Grinzane Cavour CN 

Opening hours: 9:30-18:00 ; GPS: N 44.652946, E 7.994949  

Tel +39 0173 262159 

Torroneria 
Antica Torroneria Piemontese, open until 6.30 pm today. 

Via Piana Gallo, 48, 12060 Grinzane Cavour CN 
Tel: +39 0173 239832 ; GPS: N 44.668648, E 7.987529 

Alba parking 
In front of the train station 

Corso Fratelli Bandiera 14, Alba 

GPS: N 44.697094, E 8.031723 (pre-programmed) 

Oct 31st 
Dinner 

Locanda Cortiletto 

Corso M. Coppino, 27, Alba 

Tel: +39 0173 366 005 
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Alba 
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Oct 31st: Truffle Hunt, Torroneria,  
Grinzane Cavour Castle 
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Grinzane Cavour 
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Sunday November 1st  
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~9.45 am Depart your B&B as it’s about a 30 minute drive to the Banca del Vino in the town of Pollenzo.  

10.30 am Tour at La Banca del Vino. See included confirmation.  

After the tour, head to the town of Barolo, about a 25 minute drive, for lunch, to explore, and to visit the 
Corkscrew museum (closed 1-2 pm). Note: you could visit Barolo tomorrow instead. 

2.45 pm Depart Barolo for the 30 minute drive to Socre. 3.30 pm Tour at Socre confirmed, which is very 
close to your B&B. 

7.45 pm Depart for dinner, a 30 minute drive. 8.30 pm You have a dinner reservation at the famous 
Bovio restaurant, in the town of La Morra. 

Banca del Vino 
Tour 

La Banca del Vino 

Piazza Vittorio Emanuele II, 13, 12042 Pollenzo, Bra CN 

Telefono: +39 0172 458418 ; GPS: N 44.682065, E 7.893828 (pre-programmed) 

Opening hours: 10:30-13:00/15:30-19.30 

Barolo lunch rec 

La Vite Turchese 

Via Alba 5, Barolo 

Tel: +39 366 455 6744 

This is a great wine bar – we have not made a reservation. 

Barolo museum 

Museo del Cavatappi (Corkscrew museum) 
Piazza Castello, 4 
12060 BAROLO (CN) 
Tel: +39 0173 56 05 39 
Opening hours 10:00–13.00 /14.00–18.30 

Socre Wine Tour 

Socré (Contact Marco Piacentino) 
Strada Riccardo Terzolo 7 Barbaresco CN 

GPS Coordinates N 44.706588, E 8.071193 (pre-programmed) 

Tel. +39 348 7121685 

Nov 1st dinner 

Bovio Ristorante 

Via Alba, 17, 12064 La Morra CN,  

Tel: + 39 0173.590303  

GPS: N 44.641143, E 7.935317 (pre-programmed) 

8.30 pm reservation confirmed 
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November 1st  
Barolo Lunch & Corkscrew museum  
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Nov 1st Wine Bank Tour & Tasting Confirmation 
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Monday November 2nd: Torino to Taormina  

Check out of Giuseppe Cortese this morning and spend some time in the area before heading to the 
airport this afternoon. Stop at Racconigi Castle and/or the Castle of Grinzane Cavour if you haven’t had 
time to see it yet. For Racconigi Castle look for street parking near the castle’s entrance. 

Return rental car at Torino airport: aim to arrive about 5 pm 

6.45 pm Flight departs to Catania ; 8.35 pm Arrive Catania 

Driver will be waiting for you holding a sign with your name on it at the airport. Transfer time is 1 hour 
and you need to pay the driver in cash. 

9.45 pm You have a reservation for dinner at Vineria Modi in Taormina. 
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Torino airport 
International Caselle airport 

Strada Aeroporto 12, 10072 Caselle Torinese 

GPS: N 45.196528, E 7.647846 

Racconigi Castle 

Via Francesco Morosini, 3, 12035 Racconigi CN 

Opening Hours: 9:00-19:00 

GPS Coordinates N 44.768116,  E 7.675692; Tel. + 39 0172-84005 

Allow about 2 hours for a visit 

Taormina Driver 
Roberto 
Cell: +39 346 581 0872 
100 EUR in cash to driver at the time of service. No deposit has been made. 

Taormina 
Dinner 

Vineria Modi 

Via Calapitrulli 13, 98039, Taormina 

Tel: +39 0942 23658 

9.45 pm reservation confirmed 
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Torino – Catania Flight 
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Torino – Catania Flight 
The small print 
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Taormina 
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Tuesday November 3rd  

9 am Your guide Chiara will meet you in the lobby of the Villa Belvedere for your walking tour of 
Taormina which will include the Greek Theatre. 

Lunch in Taormina: we recommend the arancini at Da Cristina, right next to the Duomo. If the weather is 
nice, use the written route instructions to walk up to the town of Castelmola, about a 90 minute quite 
tough walk. 

8 pm You have a reservation for dinner at Trattoria don Ciccio, a 15 minute walk from your hotel. 

Taormina Guide 
Chiara Rozzi 

Cell: +39 346 623 9692 

30 euros deposit has been paid, 105 euros remaining to pay, in cash. 

Taormina lunch 
rec 

Da Cristina 

Piazza del Duomo, Via Strabone 2 

Famous for their arancini. 

Nov 3rd Dinner 

Trattoria Don Ciccio 

Via Damiano Rosso, 19, 98039 Taormina ME 

Tel: +39 0942 628341 

8 pm Reservation confirmed 

Etna Guide 

Davide, Owner of Continente Sicilia 
Cell: +39 345 4523330 
The tour is 340 euros for the day, or an additional 62 euros per person if you’d like 
to go beyond the 2100 m included in the tour. Includes full wine tasting w food. 

Nov 4th Dinner 

Casa GioLi 
Vico Giordano Bruno, 2, 98039, Taormina 
Tel: + 39 0942 683017 
8.30 pm reservation confirmed 

Wednesday November 4th  

9.30 am – 6 pm Hike Mt. Etna with guide (and certified Level II Sommelier) Davide. He will pick you up at 
your hotel and take you up the volcano, then end the day with a wine tasting at a local vineyard and 
some snacks. Wear layers, shoes with ankle support, and bring hats. 

8.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner at Casa GioLi, a short walk from your hotel. 
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Receipt for deposit to Chiara, Taormina guide 
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Siracusa 
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Thursday November 5th 

10 am This morning check out of your Taormina hotel and your driver Roberto will pick you up to bring 
you to Europcar in Catania. Pick up your rental car, and drive to Siracusa, about a 60 minute drive. The 
parking for the Grand Hotel Ortigia is opposite the hotel. 

2 pm – 5 pm Meet your guide in the lobby of your hotel for a walking tour and food tour of the old town 
of Ortygia. 

8 pm You have a reservation for dinner at Buongustaio, a short walk from your hotel. 

 

Driver 
Roberto Mirabile 
Cell: + 39 346 581 0872 
100 EUR in cash to driver at the time of service. No deposit has been made. 

Siracusa Guide 

3 hour Ortigia food and city tour 150 euros; 4 hour Archaeological park & museum 
tour 150 euros. Fees do not include entrance fees, meals, or transfer between 
sites. Guiding services (only) have been pre-paid. 
Contact: Viviana Valenti 
Cell: + 39 347 0762113 

Nov 5th Dinner  

Ristorante Buongustaio 
Via Trieste 11-13 | Ortigia, 96100, Siracusa 
Tel: +39 0931 60197 
8 pm reservation confirmed 

Nov 6th Dinner 
A Putia delle cose Buone 
Via Roma 8, Siracusa 
Tel: +39 339 888 8078 

Friday November 6th 
 
9 am – 1 pm Your guide will meet you at your hotel, and you’ll visit Siracusa archaeological sites, 
including the archaeological museum. Note that guiding fees do not include transportation so the taxi 
ride will be separate. 
 
8 pm You have a reservation for dinner at A Putia delle Cose Buone. 
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Siracusa Hotel and Restaurants 
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Saturday November 7th: Noto & Modica  
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Check out of your Siracusa hotel and head to Noto for lunch, about a 45 minute drive. Head to the 
parking recommendation in Noto city center, and make sure all your belongings are completely hidden 
inside the car so that your car appears to be empty to passersby.  

After Noto, drive to Modica, 45 minutes away, and where you can find street parking quite easily, but 
look for it on your way in to town before you hit the main drag of the historical center.  

~3.30 pm Depart Modica for Agrigento, so that you arrive at the agriturismo Mandranova before 6 pm. 

7.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner at La Madia, a 15 minute drive away, and considered to be 
one of Sicily’s best restaurants. Plan to be at the table for about 2.5 hours. 

 

Noto Parking 
Area di sosta Via Tommaso Fazello 

GPS: N 36.894736, E 15.068925 (pre-programmed) 

Noto lunch rec 
Sabbinirica 

Corso Vittorio Emanuele 93, Noto 

Modica parking 
Look for street parking near the hotel Principe D’Aragona.  

GPS: N 36.865263, E 14.758037 

Bonajuto 
chocolate 

factory 

Corso Umberto I, #159 

Modica 

Tel: +39 0932 941225 

Nov 7th Dinner 

La Madia 

Corso Re Capriata F #22 

Licata 

Tel: +39 0922 771443 

GPS N 37.105790, E 13.934415 (pre-programmed) 
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Hotel 
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Noto 
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Modica 
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Ristorante La Madia, Licata 
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Sunday November 8th: Catania to Rome 

~8.15 am recommended departure time as it’s a 25-30 minute drive to the meeting point. 

9 – 11 am Morning Valley of the Temples tour confirmed with local guide Michele.  

Meeting point: Let's meet at the  entrance of the parking of Temple of Giunone , Via Panoramica Valle 
dei Templi.  When You get to the big roundabout below the temples at the end of road 115 past the 
traffic lights follow the sign Agrigento and not Valle dei Templi. After about 1 mile on the left there is a 
van selling souvenirs, CAR park and ticket Office.  

~ Noon Drive to Catania airport, a 2 hour drive. 

4 pm Flight to Rome, arriving 5.30 pm. 

Your driver Daniele will meet you at Rome’s Fiumicino airport, holding a sign with your name on it, and 
will bring you to the Hotel Raphael. 

Ask the hotel to book you a taxi to dinner. If it’s a nice evening, you can walk back. [Note: if the weather 
is not good, make sure to insist that the taxi drops you off right in front of the restaurant, not a block 
away, which is what the taxi will try to get away with unless you insist.] 

8.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner in Rome at Glass Hostaria, which has a Michelin star and is 
considered to be one of Rome’s best restaurants.  

30 

Agrigento Guide 

Contact: Michele Gallo 

Cell: +39.360397930 

Fees: 150 euros payable in cash at the time of service. 

Meeting point GPS: 37.289637, 13.599993 (pre-programmed) 

Catania airport 
Via Fontanarossa, Catania 

GPS: N 37.467398, E 15.065807 

Rome driver 
Daniele D’annibale 

Cell: +39 3453633572 

Fees: 60 EUR, payable in cash to the driver at the time of service. 

Rome dinner 

Glass Hostaria 

58 Vicolo del Cinque, 00153 Roma 

Tel: +39 06 58335903 

8.30 pm reservation confirmed. 
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Catania to Rome Flight 
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Hotel 
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November 9th Vespa Tour confirmation 
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Rome 

34 

Monday November 9th 

9.30 am – 1.30 pm Roma Segreta vespa tour with Dearoma owner Valerio Caffio.  Valerio will arrive at 
your hotel with one additional driver. 

7.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner in Rome at Roscioli, a 20 minute walk from your hotel. 
Roscioli is known for its food and wine list - but not for its service, as we discussed. In particular, it’s 
famous for pasta all’amatriciana and pasta alla carbonara, and for the burrata appetizer. 

Nov 9th Vespa 
Tour 

Valerio Caffio, Owner, Roma Segreta vespa tour 
T.+39 (0)645476349 
C.+39 3406448108 

No deposit has been made, please pay the guide 270 euros in cash. 

Nov 9th Dinner 
Roscioli 
via dei Giubbonari 21-22, 00186 Roma 
Tel: +39 06 687 5287 ; 7.30 pm Reservation confirmed. 

Nov 10th Lunch 

Il Sorpasso 
Via Properzio 31, 00193 Roma 
Tel: + 39 06 89024554 
No need for a reservation. 

Rome guide 

Stuart Harvey 

Cell: +39 328 082 7068 

Half day fees (Nov 10th) are 200 euros; Full day (Nov 11th) fees are 400 euros, not 
including entry fees, transportation and lunch. No deposit has been made, please 
pay cash at the time of the tour. 

Nov 10th Dinner 

Armando al Pantheon 
Salita de' Crescenzi, 31, 00186 Roma 
Tel: +39 06 68803034 
7.30 pm reservation confirmed. Please call if you are more than 15 mins late. 

Tuesday November 10th 

9.30 – 11 am Scavi Tour. Meet at the Scavi tour office at least 10 minutes prior to tour start time and 
bring ID. After the tour, head to Sorpasso for lunch (see map). Your guide will meet you at Sorpasso for 
your afternoon tour from about 1 pm – 4 pm.  

7.30 pm You have a reservation at Armando Al Pantheon, about a 10 minute walk from your hotel.  
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November 10th, Scavi Tour confirmation 
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Scavi Tour confirmation of payment 

36 

SAMPLE PLATINUM ITINERARY © Italy Beyond the Obvious  



N
o

ve
m

b
er 1

0
th

 : Scavi To
u

r an
d

 Lu
n

ch
 

37 

©
 Italy B

eyo
n

d
 th

e O
b

vio
u

s  



Rome: Hotel and Restaurants 

38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 38 

SAMPLE PLATINUM ITINERARY © Italy Beyond the Obvious  



Wednesday November 11th  

39 

9.30 am Your guide will meet you at your hotel and you’ll head out for the day. 

Sights (today and yesterday) include the Vatican museums, in depth, St Peter’s Basilica, the Basilica of 
San Clemente, Castel Sant’Angelo, and maybe the Villa Farnese and Trastevere if time allows – your 
guide will discuss with you when you meet.  

Taxi fares are not included in the guiding fees. 

7.30 pm You have a reservation for dinner in Rome at Antico Arco, a foodie destination. After dinner if 
it’s nice, walk down the hill past the lit up fountain, to the Trastevere neighborhood. 

 

Thursday, November 12th 

4.15 am Your driver will arrive to pick you up at the Hotel Raphael. 

6.40 am Depart FCO 

 

Dinner 

Antico Arco 

Piazzale Aurelio 7 | Gianicolo, 00152 Roma 

Tel: +39 06 581 5274 

7.30 pm Reservation confirmed 

Driver 

Daniele D’Annibale 

Cell: +39 3453633572 

Fees: 72 euros, payable to the driver in cash. Note there is an early departure 
surcharge (completely normal). 

SAMPLE PLATINUM ITINERARY © Italy Beyond the Obvious  



Hotel 
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